Rocco and the Irishman at Celebre’s Restaurant 


ROCCO 
May | see your passport? You’re from Northeast Philly, right? 


IRISHMAN 

Are you behind the curve! That’s all Russians now! Those unkilled 
Irish are from Port Richmond and Kensington. Many have fled to Jersey. 
Jews went to Cherry Hill. 


ROCCO 
Well, good to see you. You centered a football to me several times 
in high school. At least it was supposed to go to me. 


IRISHMAN 
Erratic. | haven’t changed. What’s on the dessert menu? 
Anything but fruitcake. 


ROCCO 
Italian fruitcake is not atomic-weight, like... 


IRISHMAN 

Miss Fogarty’s? She was the heroine of the Harp song, 

Miss Fogarty’s Christmas Cake. That thing was weaponized! 
Sure ‘twould kill a man twice just to bite off a slice. 


ROCCO 
Where my Rolaids? 


IRISHMAN 

My Aunt Deirdre was our Miss Fogarty. Got one a year from that estimable 
lady 

from Rittenhouse Square. Bundt style so air could get into central opening. 


ROCCO 
You eat them? 


IRISHMAN 
Couldn’t. Just stacked ‘em against the garage wall, next to tool rack. 


ROCCO 
Don’t tell me you’re using them now as an anchor for your boat at Wildwood. 


IRISHMAN 
No, but | hadda get rid of them when they bowed that wall out and knocked 
away 


an outside board. 


ROCCO 
Hard problem to chuck ‘em. Compactors on city trash trucks‘d break. 


IRISHMAN 
Sent three to my nephew in Iraq. 


ROCCO 
Hadda say that name, didn’t you? 


IRISHMAN 

Sorry, but | don’t get as worked up as you. The armed forces carry forth the 
foreign policy of the country. That’s all. Strip the fancy words of the lying 
“patriots” away. The nation can be run by good people or incompetent 
assholes 

stuffing money into their cronies’ pockets. Makes no difference to the 
soldier. 

| was one; he’s one now. 


ROCCO 
Did he find an IUD to blast the cakes apart? 


IRISHMAN 
| just said “Fire these from something. Might shorten the war.” 


ROCCO 
That can’t happen 


IRISHMAN 
Tank gun or something he fired them from. 


ROCCO 
Good results? 


IRISHMAN 
Two ragtops’ll walk funny from Here to Eternity. 


ROCCO 
Third a dud? 


IRISHMAN 
Caught a guy right in the ass! Permanent indentation. 


ROCCO 
Holes line up? 


IRISHMAN 
Yeah! Christian prayer was to hit him; Moslem prayer for accuracy. 


ROCCO 
Tie-game in a way. 


IRISHMAN 
Nah! They keep winning. 


ROCCO 
Why? Do you suppose? 


IRISHMAN 
Not enough fruitcakes. 


ROCCO 
Which is why you should drop by more often! 


